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IPA as a Platform for Growth
This month, we explore new opportunities for Justice Contacts to

highlight their experiences, gain new skills, and share their stories
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A Note from the
Executive Director

 

Dear Companions on the Journey, 
 

On June 10th our new IPA website will go live. The website is our digital home,
enhancing the vital online interface of IPA as a window to the mission across the
IPA Network, and our advocacy work at the United Nations.  

Its primary focus is on our action for justice as well as informing visitors about us
as an organisation.

We consulted with dozens of people last summer and throughout the design
process to arrive at this stage. The feedback we received guided the design and
content of the website. We were greatly appreciative of the comments from
everyone, and for the professional feedback from those Congregations who engaged
with their directors of communication.

We are indebted to Trish Groves from Five Trees Digital, content writer for the
website, and Sprout Studios who designed and built the site.  

It was envisaged that in developing the website we might also design a new Logo.
We paused on this and decided instead to refresh the existing logo. If you look
closely, you will notice that we have retained the integrity of the original work while
making it just a little bit sharper for viewing online.

Our new website also has a new web address (known as the ‘URL’). The current
URL is ‘internationalpresentationassociation.org’. This is very long compared to
most URLs. A long URL can also be difficult to type into a search bar, especially for
people for whom English is not their first language. We have chosen to go with
‘globalpres.org’. The good news is that a bit like redirecting post, we can keep both
addresses and simply redirect everything to the new address.

This is YOUR website: a living space where we focus on our continuing action for
justice. The launch of the site is therefore not the end; it is a starting point. To keep
things up to date, we would love to receive your photographs and stories, as a
window to how you are living the IPA mission today.

______________
Ann Marie Quinn 
Executive Director – IPA

A Word from the
Programme Action Leader

 

To the Presentation People:

As promised in our last Justice Contact Update, the last few months were indeed
a  busy and  fulfilling time for the International Presentation Association and its
members. Several Justice Contacts and I had the opportunity to meet for training,
discussion, and storytelling. These are further supplemented  by a look into the
three IPA Focus Groups that met this month, provided by the Focus Group
chairs.  Many of these encounters are shared below, in the "Voices from the
Grassroots" section. 

Above, as shared by Sr. Ann Marie, the IPA Core Team is eager and excited to
launch the new and improved website, www.globalpres.org. This platform is
intended to be an organic and interactive space, one which allows for frequent
updates and becomes a relevant hub of news and resources for the Presentation
People.

We also hear from Dr. Despoina Afroditi below, as she introduces and invites us to
participate in this year's World Refugee Day and more. She provides compelling
statistics and insightful resources as we take action in our own communities. 

As we reach the mid-year mark, it is also critical to reflect upon all we have
accomplished so far this year and all that we might yet wish to accomplish together.
In that vein, I encourage all of you to share with me your stories of impact,
earnest  reflections, and aims for future months to be included in upcoming
Justice Contact Updates. IPA Justice Contacts are welcomed  and encouraged to
share their stories with me at ipaprogactionleader@gmail.com. These resources
will support the Updates, website, social media accounts, and more!
 
May our actions continue to foster peace,

Christopher D. Zefting
Programme Action Leader
 

Please follow us on Facebook @InternationalPresenationAssociation and on Twitter @IPA_UN.

An Update from the
UN Representative

 

New York, June 2022
 

Dear friends,        
 
Each year on June 20, the world celebrates
World Refugee Day. World Refugee Day
is an international day designated by the
United Nations to honor refugees around
the globe. It celebrates the strength and
courage of people who have been forced to
flee their home country to escape conflict or
persecution. This international day shines a
light on the rights, needs and dreams of
refugees, helping to mobilize political will
and resources so refugees can not only
survive but also thrive. While it is important
to protect and improve the lives of refugees
every single day, international days like World Refugee Day help to focus global
attention on the plight of those fleeing conflict or persecution. World Refugee Day
was held globally for the first time on June 20, 2001, commemorating the 50th
anniversary of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees. It was
originally known as Africa Refugee Day, before the United Nations General
Assembly officially designated it as an international day in December 2000.
 

According to the UNHCR,
over 84 million people
around the world have
been forced to flee their
homes.  Among them are
over 26.6 million
refugees, the highest
population on
record.  68% of the
world’s refugees come
from just 5
countries.  These
numbers  are from the
end of 2021 and do not
account for the Ukrainian
crisis, the largest
displacement crisis in
Europe since World War
II. It appears that in 2022
the global refugee
population will be
surpassing  30 million
people.
 
World Refugee Day

2022
 
This year, the focus will be on the right to seek safety. Every person on this
planet has a right to seek safety – whoever they are, wherever they come from and
whenever they are forced to flee.
 
Whoever they are, people forced to flee should be treated with dignity. Anyone
can seek protection, regardless of who they are or what they believe. It is non-
negotiable: seeking safety is a human right.
Wherever they come from, people forced to flee should be welcomed. Refugees
come from all over the globe. To get out of harm’s way, they might take a plane, a
boat, or travel on foot. What remains universal is the right to seek safety.
Whenever people are forced to flee, they have a right to be protected. Whatever
the threat – war, violence, persecution – everyone deserves protection. Everyone
has a right to be safe.
 
What does seeking safety mean?
1. Right to seek asylum
Anyone fleeing persecution, conflict, or human rights abuses has a right to seek
protection in another country.
2. Safe access
Borders should remain open to all people forced to flee. Restricting access and
closing borders can make the journey even more dangerous for people seeking
safety.
3. No pushbacks
People can’t be forced to return to a country if their life or freedom would be at
risk. This means that countries shouldn’t push anyone back without first evaluating
the dangers they would face back home.
4. No discrimination
People should not be discriminated against at borders. All applications for refugee
status must be given fair consideration, regardless of factors like race, religion,
gender and country of origin.
5. Humane treatment
People forced to flee should be treated with respect and dignity. They are entitled
to safe and dignified treatment like any human being. Among other things, this
means keeping families together, protecting people from traffickers, and avoiding
arbitrary detention.
 
Protecting people forced to flee is a collective global responsibility. Countries and
communities that receive and host large numbers of refugees, relative to their
national populations and economies, need steadfast support and solidarity from
the international community.
 
Leading up to 20 June 2022, visit this page for more information and activities.
 
******

                                  IPA
PUBLICATION LAUNCH

On May 25th, 2022 the International
Presentation Association officially
launched the publication “Making
Uncomfortable Conversations
Comfortable. Gender Stereotypes
and Domestic Violence in India,
United States and Zimbabwe”. Once
again, I would like to extend my sincere
gratitude to those of you who were able
to join the launch of our publication.  It
was a fruitful experience for everybody! 
 
For those of you who were unable to
make it, you can view or download the
publication
here:  https://drive.google.com/file/d/13Cftz1Qyg7SAM12jdnv6NA3KrvDZCNkE/v
iew?usp=sharing. Feel free to share it throughout your networks!
 
You can find the video recording of the panel discussion
here: https://youtu.be/ZJ0dFp50Ia0
 
Stay safe everyone!!
 
Respectfully,
 
Dr. Despoina Afroditi Milaki
IPA NGO Representative at the UN

Voices from the Grassroots
 

We want to hear from you! Submit your updates through the link HERE! 
 
Imagining Justice

A word from Justice Contact Maurice Lange (Justice Promoter for the
Presentation Sisters USA Unit) on the recent Leadership Conference of Women
Religious (LCWR) “Imagining Justice” gathering in Baltimore, Maryland, USA.

"Imagining Justice is a retreat/workshop offered in the Spring of even numbered
years and is open to LCWR (Leadership Conference of Women Religious) members
and to justice promoters.  These gatherings are structured to include space for
fellowship, deep and courageous conversation, imagining together the work of
justice from an evolutionary perspective and contemplative integration.

The 2022 Imagining Justice Gathering was held April 25 to 28 at the Bon Secours
Retreat and Conference Center in Marriottsville, MD. The event, designed to help
ground the ministry of justice in contemplative engagement, was facilitated by
Carrie Newcomer who invited participants to explore The Beautiful Not Yet: Hope,
Hard Times and Faithfulness.  Carrie is an award-winning songwriter, performing
artist, educator, and activist.

The retreat/workshop explored our ability to envision and maintain hope during
times of individual and community challenge. Carrie used music, poetry, reflective
writing, and small and large group conversation to explore the personal stories and
practices that keep us resilient and help us to stay centered in daily, faithful, life-
giving action. Participants explored the things that have helped them maintain
hope and find meaning in the beautiful not yet, as well as the hope maintained
through the power of the gathered community.

I especially appreciated the chance to make connections with Justice Promoters
and Leadership from a variety of congregations.  A definite highlight was visiting
and imagining with 2 Presentation Sisters (see photo) Joy Peterson and Marge
Healy from Dubuque, Iowa (USA)."                              

[Justice Contacts Mr. Maurice Lange (left) and Sr. Marge Healy (center) accompanied by IPA Director

Sr. Joy Peterson (right)]

 
A National Platform Against Human Trafficking

< https://www.facebook.com/1267246666708986/posts/4554568941310059/?sfnsn=mo >

In this section, we are eager to share news that largely speaks for itself! 

Please watch the included video, in which Sr. Annatollia Muzata PBVM discusses
Human Trafficking, the International Presentation Association, education, porous
borders in Zimbabwe, and the plight of women and girls as trafficked victims lured
by the false promise of a better life.

Approached by  the Zimbabwe national news entity, ZBC News Online, Sr.
Annatolia was asked to share her expertise and best practices for those who wish to
fight human trafficking. #humantraffickingawareness 

This live half-hour, multi-perspective  interview titled "HUMAN TRAFFICKING -
THE ZIMBABWEAN EXPERIENCE"  has been viewed over 3,000 times on
Facebook alone and demonstrated the immense capacity for Presentation People to
reach a broader audience on critical issues. 

Training in Human Rights and Advocacy

The IPA Programme Action Leader, as well as several new IPA Justice Contacts,
participated in an Edmond Rice International Human Rights and Advocacy
Training. What follows is a brief excerpt about that training (a full report can be
found in a link below):

"While the initial introductory session of this training series took place on 30
March, 2022, most of the Edmond Rice International (ERI) training opportunities
on Human Rights and Advocacy were hosted in April. On April 6th, the session
focused on ERI’s history, organizational structure, mission and vision, and their
engagement with the Human Rights system at large. On April 20th, the training
expanded upon the roll of Advocacy in successfully implementing the SDGs and the
relationship these two concepts have. On April 27th, the ERI team expanded in
great detail upon Care of the Earth, looking at both the scientific and religious
impetus placed upon caring for our common home.

Each of these sessions was recorded and were often accompanied by a multitude of
resources, documents, presentations, guest speakers, etc. In the annex, please find
a compilation of video recordings of each session, which can be visited by Justice
Contacts at any time."

Outcomes from the Focus Groups

Focus Group 1 - Rights of Women and Children - Gemma Thomson, Chair
"In our most recent meeting at the beginning of May, we were fortunate to hear
from Catherine Kolomyjec, founder of Soul Gestures, a not-for-profit based in
Perth, Western Australia. Catherine shared her wealth of experience in working
with women and children in social work, education, not-for-profit, governance and
community. We learnt from Catherine the power of social change; the importance
of being brave to take the first steps, how being a voice for the voiceless is an
inherent responsibility of those who live the Gospel and the impact one can have
through planting seeds of change using social media and technology."

Focus Group 2 - Care of the Earth - Brian O'Toole, Chair
"At our most recent gathering we took some time to absorb the difficult emanating
news from third and final IPCC report as we tried to place the content in our local
contexts considering how we can take some hope from the report as we plan for
Laudato Si Week in May. What is apparent is the lack of action by the wealthier
nations who in terms of their continuing lack of commitment to climate mitigation,
adaptation and financing they are consigning the poorer nations to ongoing
unprecedented climactic anomalies. Those who will suffer most and suffer first are
those who have done least to the cause the difficulties associated with climate
change.   

We heard of the unprecedented flooding in Lismore, Australia, where a
Presentation School was among the buildings that were flooded (twice).  The Prime
Minister has called for a longed for election on May 14th. Most are desperate for a
change of government which has now happened.  The issue of Climate Change gets
very little mention at the highest levels but it did play a significant role in the
successful ousting of the incumbent prime minister and his government."

Focus Group 3 - Rights of Indigenous and Tribal People - Maureen O'Connell,
Chair
"During our most recent meeting in May, we heard how the lives of the Kutchi Koli
tribe in Sindh, Pakistan, the Māori in New Zealand and Native Americans Indians
in Fargo, North Dakota have been touched and enhanced by the presence among
them of some very dedicated women and men.  As well as providing education and
building skills and capacity for leadership, some collaborate with other activist
groups in seeking justice for past crimes against native tribes, for example
organising the Remembrance and Healing group in North Dakota.  They have held
listening sessions with Native American people, addressing the emerging issue of
the untold stories of injustice at Native American Indian Boarding Schools   -
https://boardingschoolhealing.org.   Currently they are planning an Autumn
 workshop on the historical Doctrine of Discovery framework, which gave Christian
governments moral and legal rights to invade and seize indigenous lands and
dominate the people - https://dofdmenno.org/fact-sheet/.

As well as continuing to harvest and work with the stories of change, the future
plans of our focus group include preparing for a virtual prayer service to celebrate
UN International Indigenous Peoples Day on August 9th  – to which all
Presentation People will be invited!"
       

More Upcoming Dates
 

- (2-3 June, 2022) Stockholm+50

"On 2 and 3 June 2022, a crucial international environmental meeting will be held
in Stockholm, Sweden. Anchored in the Decade of Action, under the theme
'Stockholm+50: a healthy planet for the prosperity of all – our responsibility, our
opportunity.' Stockholm+50 will commemorate the 1972 United Nations
Conference on the Human Environment and celebrate 50 years of global
environmental action."

- (4 June, 2022) International Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression

"The purpose of the day is to acknowledge the pain suffered by children throughout
the world who are the victims of physical, mental and emotional abuse. This day
affirms the UN's commitment to protect the rights of children. Its work is guided
by the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the most rapidly and widely ratified
international human rights treaty in history."

- (5 June, 2022)  World Environment Day (UNEP) 

"Led by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and held annually
on 5 June since 1973, World Environment Day is the largest global platform for
environmental public outreach and is celebrated by millions of people across the
world. This year it is hosted by Sweden. “Only One Earth” was the slogan for the
first United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, held in Stockholm in
1972. This put sustainable development on the global agenda and led to the
establishment of World Environment Day. Fifty years later, Sweden is hosting
Stockholm+50 from 2 to 3 June, and World Environment Day on 5 June."

- (8 June, 2022) World Ocean Day 

"World Oceans Day reminds every one of the major role the oceans have in
everyday life. They are the lungs of our Planet and a major source of food and
medicine and a critical part of the biosphere. The purpose of the Day is to inform
the public of the impact of human actions on the ocean, develop a worldwide
movement of citizens for the ocean, and mobilize and unite the world’s population
on a project for the sustainable management of the world's oceans. The second fully
virtual celebration of United Nations World Oceans Day, on 8 June 2021, will
highlight the theme of The Ocean: Life and Livelihoods."

- (12 June, 2022) World Day Against Child Labour

"This year’s World Day Against Child Labour focuses on action taken for the 2021
International Year for the Elimination of Child Labour. It is the first World Day
since the universal ratification of the ILO’s Convention No. 182 on the Worst
Forms of Child Labour, and takes place at time when the COVID-19 crisis threatens
to reverse years of progress in tackling the problem. In June for the World Day, the
ILO and UNICEF will release new global estimates and trends on child labour
(2016-2020), under the aegis of Alliance 8.7. The report will include an assessment
of how the pace of progress towards ending child labour is likely to be affected by
the COVID-19 pandemic and the unprecedented economic crisis that has
accompanied it."

- (17 June, 2022) World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought

"The 2021 Desertification and Drought Day is held on 17 June to focus on turning
degraded land into healthy land. Restoring degraded land brings economic
resilience, creates jobs, raises incomes and increases food security. It helps
biodiversity to recover. It locks away the atmospheric carbon warming the Earth,
slowing climate change. It can also lessen the impacts of climate change and
underpin a green recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic."

- (19 June, 2022) International Day for the Elimination of Sexual Violence in
Conflict

"Sexual violence in conflict is a cruel tactic of war, torture, terror and
repression. It reverberates down generations, and threatens both human and
international security. In places affected by conflict, the turmoil caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic has made it even more difficult to hold perpetrators of sexual
violence to account. At the same time, survivors face new obstacles to reporting
crimes and accessing support services. Even as we respond to the pandemic, we
must investigate every case, and maintain essential services for every survivor.
We cannot allow this already underreported crime to slip further into the
shadows. Perpetrators must be punished. Investment in recovery from the
pandemic must tackle the root causes of sexual and gender-based violence.

On this International Day for the Elimination of Sexual Violence in Conflict, let’s
resolve to uphold the rights and meet the needs of all survivors, as we work to
prevent and end these horrific crimes."  - António Guterres, Secretary General of
the United Nations

- (20 June, 2022) World Refugee Day

"Every person on this planet has a right to seek safety – whoever they are, wherever
they come from and whenever they are forced to flee."

"World Refugee Day is an international day designated by the United Nations to
honor refugees around the globe. It celebrates the strength and courage of people
who have been forced to flee their home country to escape conflict or persecution.
This international day shines a light on the rights, needs and dreams of refugees,
helping to mobilize political will and resources so refugees can not only survive
but also thrive." - Dr. Despoina Afroditi Milaki
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